
"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you."

Matthew 7:7
With gratitude and humility, I wanted to take this
opportunity to introduce myself as the new Executive
Director of the Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics. My
name is Mark Travis, and I grew up in a neighboring town
to the Shrine, and I visited often as a child with my
parents and grandma. In my youth, I knew instantly the
Shrine was a holy place and many of my earliest
memories of learning about the faith are from my time
spent in the Relic Chapel. What started out as wonder and
marvel, turned into a desire to ask questions, seek
answers, and find truth. Ultimately, this led me right back
to the Shrine. 

Although change can bring new challenges, the mission of
the Shrine stays the same. We have a great deal of
appreciation for our past and those who sacrificed so
much to make the Shrine a place of peace, prayer, and
hospitality. In all of this, we find ourselves deepening our
trust in God's plan with an open heart and entrusting our
needs here at the Shrine to God. 

We seek to complete the St. Joseph Preservation Fund to
be able to continue the work of the past by maintaining
not only the building grounds but also the mission here
and continuing to be a place of peace, prayer, and
hospitality for generations to come. 

We place all our trust in God and give thanks for His many
blessings and ask for the intercession of St. Joseph,
guardian and protector of the Church. 

All Glory be to God, 

Mark E. Travis
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Continuing the Tradition . . .
Asking St. Joseph to Intercede
Diana Russell, Director of Fund Development

Tradition plays a big role in Mercer County, whether it
be within our schools, sporting events, churches, and
especially our families. Tradition contributes a sense
of comfort and belonging, it brings friends and
families together. It can reinforce our values such as
faith and integrity and can offer us time for
meaningful pause and reflection. 

Here at the Maria Stein Shrine, we are continuing the
tradition the Precious Blood Sisters started over a
century ago. What tradition is this? Asking St. Joseph
to intercede for our financial needs to raise funds to
preserve this historical and holy place where so many
pilgrims and guests come for spiritual nourishment
and historical religious education. Many years ago, the
Sisters also asked St. Joseph to intercede for their
need to raise funds to complete the construction of
the chapels. In thanksgiving, the Sisters installed the
St. Joseph statue on the north end of the Adoration
Chapel for their prayers being answered. For the past
ten years, we have been able to cover most expenses
of the Shrine building with a generous bequest from
the Tasiemski Family, however, these funds are now

dwindling. As time passes by, we are considering
pertinent expenses such as replacing the original
convent and chapel roofing, brick repair, stained glass
window repairs, and window replacement. We are  
           looking to St. Joseph the Worker to intercede for   
                         the success of this fund.

Income from the St. Joseph Preservation
Fund will be used specifically for the
major building upkeep and preservation
expenses of the Shrine. The goal for this
maintenance fund is $1,250,000. As of
August 2022, the Fund has reached
$706,000, with only $544,000 to go!

Giving levels are listed below. Thank you
for considering a place on the St. Joseph
Preservation Fund donor wall at the
Shrine. Your place on the donor wall can
represent yourself, your business, or
your family. This is also a beautiful way
to memorialize a loved one. 

Please visit mariasteinshrine.org for
more info or call Diana Russell at 
419-925-4532.

We are asking St. Joseph to intercede
 for our needs, as we ask you to 
prayerfully consider a gift to the 

St. Joseph Preservation Fund

Levels of Giving

$50,000 Joseph Foster Father of the Son of God
$25,000 Joseph Spouse of the Mother of God

$10,000 Joseph Most Obedient
$5,000 Joseph Most Faithful

$2,500 Joseph Model of the Artisans
$1,000 Joseph Mirror of Patience

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law. Tax receipts
will be issued as payments are received and recorded. Questions regarding

tax contributions should be referred to your tax advisor.  



Ministry Moment
Matt Hess, Director of Ministry

This past year the ministries of the Shrine were back
to full operation. The spring and fall saw several CCD
tours from local churches as well as large groups from
parishes from further away. Groups from Dayton,
Columbus, Indianapolis, Fort Wayne and other
surrounding cities made pilgrimages to our chapels
here at Maria Stein.  

The year 2022 also saw a full listing of programs once
again. We are grateful for Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer, who
spoke to a packed house of married couples in
February for our couples’ lunch. As a community, we
marked Holy Week with Fr. John Tonkin leading us in
Tenebrae. Country Fest came back in full force this
past June on our grounds and we were overwhelmed 
by the number of guests over the course of that
weekend. The Shrine closed out our summer with

the largest number of children attending our Summer Days
with the Saints program. We turn now to winter events and
look forward to hosting families who come to see our
Nativity collection and greet St. Nicholas.  

God truly blessed the Shrine over the past year and we
hope, through our programs and tours, we were able to
pass those on to our visitors. We pray that next year we can
again extend the presence of God to all who come to this
holy place looking for peace and hospitality.  

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart, on your own
intelligence do not rely; In all your ways be mindful of

him, and he will make straight your paths." 
Proverbs 3: 5-6

We are reminded by St. Paul in Hebrews 11:1, "Faith is the
realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not
seen." True faith comes from not having the answers and
still believing. We share our petitions with others, we are
expressing our faith by acknowledging that we believe in
the power of prayer. By sharing our petitions and lighting
a candle, we are saying that anything is possible with
God. In lighting a candle for a prayer intention, it is
symbolizing the prayer continues to be prayed as the
candle burns. 

With recent economic challenges, we have attempted to
maintain our minimal request of a $3 donation per week-
long candle as we consider our candles a true ministry.
Because of the rising costs, we will be increasing our
requested candle donation in 2023. Be assured that you
and your prayer petitions are important to us and that we
will continue to be faithful to our calling of being a sacred
space of peace, prayer, and hospitality. 

One morning a very concerned mother came into the
Shrine to light a candle. She shared that her daughter
was having some health issues and was quite worried
about her. As a mom, I totally understood how she
must have been feeling. When we see our children
suffer and there is little that we can do, we often feel
anxiety and fear; but, as Christian Catholics, we know
that we can turn to the One who created us in our
Mother's womb, and who knows us inside and out.
Often, the Great Physician is the only One to whom we
can turn and ask for a healing touch. 

Throughout life, there are many circumstances that we
encounter that only God knows why we have to go
through them, and how things will go. Whether it is a
loss of a job, the death of a loved one, a diagnosis that
comes out of nowhere, or the inability to bear
children, we can have our faith tested, and step back
and wonder where God is in all of these situations.
Why doesn't He answer our prayers? Why did He
seemingly allow "this or that" to happen?

Candle Ministry
Susan Jenkins, Pastoral Minister



November 10, 11, 12 & 13 – the Gift Shop’s annual
Open House featuring 20% discount on all items
except Fontanini brand nativities & pieces.

Friday November 25 – Attitude of Gratitude Sale in
the Gift Shop featuring 20% discount on all items
except Fontanini Brand.

Upcoming Events at the Pilgrim Gift Shop
 

Changing Seasons

May the beauty of this autumn season bring blessings
to you and yours! Driving to the Shrine this morning I
could not help but smile looking over God’s
landscape and thinking, “He’s done it again!”
marveling at His glorious handiwork with the colors
of the season beginning to burst; watching the
steadfast farmers in the fields and praying for their
safety and so many other signs that He is alive in our
lives and hearts!

While I reflect upon those blessings with each
passing season, it is so important that I do so daily as
well trusting that the Lord brings only His
unconditional love, grace and presence each
moment of my life. Other than the Mass, for me, there
is no greater place to celebrate His glory than here at
the Shrine. 

Serving in my role and contributing to the Shrine’s
ministry is rewarding beyond description. Working
with the dedicated staff and Board and my co-
workers, Deb and Nancy, along with our supportive
and loving volunteers brings joy, warmth and
strength to the soul.

I cannot count the number of times when first-time
guests, upon seeing the area’s pristine farms, homes,
towns and the number of Catholic churches, are quick
to note the beauty and charm of the area. They soon
conclude that this is a special place where faith, family
and challenging work abound. Supplying this ministry
of peace, prayer and hospitality, the Shrine affirms,
nurtures and strengthens our devotion to Christ.

Ministering to our pilgrims and guests locally and from
afar is equally rewarding. Witnessing their Faith
confirms our belief that He truly lives! In the gift shop
we strive to provide books, resources, and a wide
range of items to reinforce and nurture this belief.
Thanks to those who put their trust and support in this
aspect of the Shrine’s ministry!

All proceeds from the Pilgrim Gift Shop help cover
operating expenses for the Shrine. Blessings all and
heartfelt gratitude for your generous support of the
Shrine’s Gift Shop!

Fred Wiswell, Pilgrim Gift Shop Manager

“And whatever you ask in prayer, you will
 receive, if you have faith.”

Matthew 21:22
 

December 2 – 2:00 – 4:00  
The CEO from Fontanini
nativities in Italy will be
here for a visit & to sign
the 2022 character –
Elisha – a major event
for Fontanini
enthusiasts and
everyone!



2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein, OH 45860
www.mariasteinshrine.org  |  PH: 419.925.4532

Monday - Thursday:
9:30am - 6:00pm

Friday & Saturday:
9:30am - 4:00pm

Sunday: 
12:00pm - 4:00pm

hours

liturgical schedule

upcoming
EVENTS 
NOVEMBER
6th  Sipping with the Saints
10th - 13th Christmas Open House (Pilgrim Gift Shop Sale)
25th  Attitude of Gratitude (Pilgrim Gift Shop Sale)
25th - January 9th Nativities Display

DECEMBER 
2nd Fontanini Visit in Pilgrim Gift Shop
4th  St. Nick Kid's Day

For up-to-date event information, follow us 
on FaceBook or visit mariasteinshrine.org

Monday - Friday
Mid-Day Prayer: 11:45am

Tuesday - Thursday
Eucharistic Adoration: 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturdays
Confession: 9:30am
Rosary: 9:38am
Mass: 10:00am


